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Office Action Summary 



Application No. ApjH,.antfB) . 

09/76}. 06B I rlurs^ll^ c-e^/ 

xqlhiner ^ Group Art Unit 



"P. 



Group Art Unit 



— The MAILING DATE of this communica^on af^years on the cover sheet teneatft the conBsponMice address— 
Period for Reply ^ / 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



> /^<^<^ ONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



- Extensions of tinie may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(^. In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MOmnS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause tl^ application to beconr^ ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the nrailing date of this communication, even if timely, may reduce any earned patent 
temi adjustment See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 




Status 

.^Responsive 

**Q^Tliis acti* 

Since this 
accordance 

Disposition of Claims 

^Claim(s) 

Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s>^ 

^Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



ition(s) filed on 



is In condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 21 3. 



1^ 



Application Papers 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on . 

□ The drawing{s) filed on 



is/are pending in the application. 

. is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement 



is □ approved □ disapproved. 



is/are objected to by the Examiner 



□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 (^d). 
□ All □ Some* □ None of the: 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. _ 

□ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received 

in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(^) 
^Certified copies not received: . 



Attachment(s) 

□ Infonnatlon Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

a Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTCM13 

□ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application. PTC>-152 

□ Other 



Office Action Summary 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 11/00} 



Part of Paper No. 



•U.S. GPO: 2000-472-999/43204 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 



The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 



thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Meier (U.S. Patent 

No. 6,041,944). 

See Figures 1-4. 

4. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by WO 97/04850. 
See Figures 1-4. 
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Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's arguments filed October 9, 2002 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicants have argued: ^^Specifically ^ the filter element^ as defined in the present 
application, builds a single cavity^ a hollow chamber around the central tube, as seen from 
Fig. 1 of the present application. Additionally, Applicants argue that "m the device as claimed 
in the present application, the central tube is removably arranged inside the metallic sheath 
element. " Applicants' claims are not commensurate in scope with the argument being made. 
Applicants should be arguing how the language of the claims , and not the disclosure , 
distinguishes over the appUed references. Accordingly, these arguments are not found persuasive. 



6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
pohcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final action. 

7, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Examiner Popovics whose telephone number is (703) 308-0684. 



Conclusion 



RJP 

December 30, 2002 




ROBERT J. POPOVICS 
PRIMARY EXAMINS) 



